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Abstract

www.araneae.unibe.ch is the address of an identification key for Central European spiders on the
internet. It is mainly based on Heimer & Nentwig (1991), but with the help of more than 100
contributors it received numerous additions and improvements and today it includes about 1300
species. Keys are dichotomous (a data-based key for Linyphiidae is being prepared) with internal
links between the sexes. Species are illustrated with more than 11000 figures from various au-
thors. Ecological information and distribution maps are included for many species. The key is pro-
gressing steadily and anyone working on a special group is invited to contribute by revising parts

of the key.
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INTRODUCTION

Spiders (Araneae) form a large order of the
class Arachnida with nearly 38000 species
known worldwide today (Platnick 2003). Ac-
cording to the existing checklists of European
countries (e.g. Blick et al. 2002), more than
3000 species may be expected in Europe. Dif-
ferentiation of the species is not always easy
and new methods bring up new tools to (re-)
define new species (Knoflach 1998; Td&pfer-
Hofmann et al. 2000).

Apart from the good keys to the family
and generic levels and excellent illustrations of
Roberts (1985, 1987, 1998) which deal with
western and northern European species, there
are no up-to-date comprehensive determina-
tion keys for central Europe. Older keys exist
for several countries (Simon 1914, 1926, 1929,
1932, 1937; Palmgren 1939, 1943, 1950, 1974a,b,
1975, 1976, 1977; Miller 1971) or for some fami-
lies (Wiehle 1952, 1956, 1960, 1963) but these

lack all the species discovered and described
since.

In 1991, Heimer & Nentwig produced a
comprehensive key for central Europe, includ-
ing about 1200 species. The aim was to pro-
duce one book, not too expensive, comprising
as many species as possible. This was only
possible by contributions from several au-
thors. Of course, if one tries to publish 1200
species in a single book, some problems arise:
figures have to be small and few. And if such
a volume does not take years and years to pre-
pare, mistakes will certainly slip in.

Taxonomic and faunistic work results in
the detection of new species for the region
concerned and is continuing steadily even in
Central Europe, an already well known re-
gion. Consequently only some ten years after
the publication, a need for a new edition arose.
The question was, whether it was really useful
to continue with the same strategy, the pro-






